Stimulus properties of clonidine in chronically morphine treated rats trained to a morphine-saline discrimination.
In an operant behavior procedure of lever pressing on an FR 10 schedule of food reinforcement, morphine dependent and nondependent rats were trained to respond on a lever on one side of the food tray after a morphine (10 mg/kg i.p.) injection and to respond on a lever on the alternate side after a saline injection. Following discrimination training, in both dependent and nondependent rats saline was generalized to various doses of clonidine (10, 30 and 50 micrograms/kg i.p.). A response inhibition of about 65% was obtained with the highest dose. It was concluded that, even if clonidine can suppress signs of narcotic withdrawal, the internal state induced by morphine in an abstinent rat does differ from the one induced by clonidine in the same animal.